BUY RECYCLED

Safe Bets

No matter where you live, you probably have access to recycled content products in your community.  The four container materials listed below usually have a significant amount of recycled content, even though many such products are not often labeled as “recycled.”
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Aluminum Beverage Cans

About 50% of the aluminum in beverage cans comes from recycled used cans
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Glass Bottles and Jars

Nearly 20% of the glass in bottles and jars has been used before, recycled, and remanufactured.
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Steel

So-called “tin” cans are actually made of steel, usually with a thin coating of tin.  About 25% of the content is recycled steel, half of which is post-consumer.  Steel products also include cars, appliances, bicycles, furniture, and nails.
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Molded Pulp and Paperboard

Molded pulp containers include gray or brown cardboard egg cartons, fruit trays, and flowerpots made from recycled paper that is repulped and reshaped.  Paperboard products include cereal boxes, mailing containers, jigsaw puzzles and game boards.

Read the Label

Don’t let symbols mislead you.  A recycling symbol does not necessarily mean that a product is made with recycled content or can be recycled in your community.  It may simply be a reminder for you to recycle.  So, read the label carefully for specific information on recycled content.  If the information is not available or is unclear, call the manufacturer’s toll-free number and ask.  Know the recycled content definitions.  Pre-consumer content is material such as factory trimmings, damaged or obsolete products, and overruns generated by manufacturers.  Post-consumer content is material that has served its intended use and has been recycled by a consumer or business.  

Look for these products that may contain recycled content:

( PAPER PRODUCTS:          facial tissues, toilet paper, paper towels, napkins,






corrugated cardboard boxes, writing paper,






greeting cards, copier and printer paper, and






office paper products.


(  PLASTIC BOTTLES:
bottles and jugs containing liquid laundry detergent,






dishwashing liquids, shampoos, and household cleaners.


(  OTHER PRODUCTS: 
refined motor oil, fiberfill for sleeping bags, carpeting,






pencils, recycling bins, clothing and building insulation.
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