What is "Buy Recycled"?

Most Americans help the recycling effort
by putting materials in their bin or taking
them to a drop-off center. However,
another important step to recycling is to
"Buy Recycled."

Buy Recycled means
purchasing products made
from recycled or
remanufactured content
materials.

What does

recycled content mean?

Recycled content materials have
been diverted from the waste
stream, either after consumer
use, post-consumer, or during the
manufacturing process. Post
industrial or pre-consumer also
may be considered. Check
product labels to see if an item is

made of recycled materials.

Why Buy Recycled?

Your purchases promote the
1 use of recycled materials in
products instead of using

virgin materials.

2 Your purchases helps preserve

our environment.

3 Your purchases supports our

economy.

J Overall, recycled
products enjoy the
same quality, reliability,

and dependability as
virgin products.

What can | do to

Buy Recycled?

Look for information stating the

recycled content in a product.

Check with state and local
jurisdictions solid waste recycling
programs as many of them have
produced guides to recycled-content

products.

Know that the following five materials
almost always have a significant
amount of recycled content even
though such products may not be

labeled:

- steel

aluminum
- glass bottles and jars

- paperboard products, such as
cereal boxes and tissue boxes

rechargeable nickel cadmium
(NiCd) batteries (Cadmium is
recovered from recycled NiCd

batteries.)



Examples of

Recycled/Remanufactured-
Content Products

» Office supplies, such as plastic desk

items, paper, binders, note pads, and

other stationary supplies -

e Building insulation

e Carpeting

*  Floor tiles
e Plastic trash bags
e Plastic trash bags

Buy Recycled

» Patio blocks

Products

e Plastic flower pots

* Re-refined oil

» Garden and soaker hoses

* Picnic tables

» Park benches For further information contact:
* Lawn and garden edging Office of Environment and Energy
Environment, Energy, & Employee Safety Division

e Awards and plaques AEE-200

202-267-3553

» Insulation in ski jackets, gloves, and
http://www.aee.faa.gov/aee-200

sleeping bags

e Plastic lumber/landscaping timbers




