2002 FARM BILL, TITLE IX - “ENERGY”

(PL 107-171, signed 5/13/02)

Recognizing that agricultural producers are both contributors and stakeholders in the energy security debate, the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 is the first farm bill containing a separate title devoted to Energy.   Provisions of Title IX include:

· Federal Procurement of Biobased Products:  Section 9002 of Title IX requires Federal agencies to purchase biobased products, similar to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Section 6002 recycled products procurement requirements (such as, the products are on a Federal list and comparable in price, performance, and availability to non-biobased products).  The Department of Agriculture is required to develop guidelines for the use by procuring agencies in complying with this requirement, with final guidelines required to be prepared within 180 days after the date of enactment of the farm bill.  Further, within one year after the publication of the final guidelines, each Federal agency is required to develop a procurement program that will assure that items composed of biobased products will be purchased to the maximum extent practicable.  The Department of Agriculture is also directed to develop a labeling program for biobased products similar to EPA’s Energy Star program and develop a voluntary program to recognize Federal agencies and private entities that use a substantial amount of biobased products.

· Biodiesel Fuel Education Program:  Section 9004 provides $1,000,000 annually in each fiscal year 2003-2007 to carry out a new competitive grant program for the purpose of educating governmental and private entities, as well as the public in general, about the benefits of using biodiesel.

· Energy Audits & Renewable Energy Development Efficiency:  Section 9005 authorizes the Secretary to operate a grant program that assists and provides farmers, ranchers, and rural small businesses with recommendations on how to improve energy efficiency and use renewable energy technology and resources.

· Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies:  Section 9007 requires the Departments of Agriculture and Energy to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding whereby the two shall cooperate in the application of hydrogen and fuel cell technology programs and the dissemination of information on such technology programs for rural communities and agricultural producers. 
