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        Effective Date:

          June 8, 2004
SUBJ: Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures

_




This order updates the FAA agency-wide policies and procedures for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and implementing regulations issued by the Council on Environmental Quality (40 CFR parts 1500-1508).  The provisions of this order and the CEQ regulations apply to actions directly undertaken by the FAA and where the FAA has sufficient control and responsibility to condition the license or project approval of a non-Federal entity.  The requirements in this order apply to, but are not limited to, the following:  all grants, loans, contracts, leases, construction, research activities, rulemaking and regulatory actions, certifications, licensing, permits, plans submitted to the FAA by state and local agencies which require FAA approval, and legislation proposed by the FAA. 

This revision provides direction on using the NEPA review process to ensure compliance with other environmental laws, regulations and executive orders that may be applicable to proposed FAA actions.  This revision adds to the list of categorical exclusions (those FAA actions that normally do not require detailed NEPA review) and incorporates sections of interest from "Vision 100 -- Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act."  The order was last revised in 1983.

The draft order was published in the Federal Register for public comment.  The final order incorporates changes resulting from comments received from the public and other Federal agencies, and comments received during the internal FAA clearance procedure.  The preamble to the final order addressing these comments was published in the Federal Register and is available, along with the order and supporting documents, on the website of the Office of Environment & Energy at http://www.aee.faa.gov/.  
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